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Thank you, Mr. Moderator, and thank you to the School Committee for holding this vital public hearing on a matter of great importance to Natick residents.  My name is Jimmy Brown, Vice Chairman of the Redmen Forever Committee.  I am a resident of Natick, graduate of its school system, and a proud Redmen, but tonight I’d like to think that we are all Redmen in spirit.  
We are here tonight to present our opinions, rationale and reasons why Natick should retain the Redmen name.  We’ve had a year’s worth of intense debate since the School Committee’s March 2007 decision to eliminate the name.  In this time much new information has come to the forefront, more reliable facts and figures have become available, and the people of Natick had a chance to weight in on the matter during the March 25th referendum.   Consequently we hope that the School Committee will make what we see as the right decision this time around – to keep the name Redmen as a treasured part of our community identity.
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The March 2007 decision left a bad feeling with many in this town.  One woman in particular, Sue Lamont, was so upset that she single-handedly started a petition drive to collect signatures from like-minded Natick residents.  In doing so her lone diminutive voice swelled to nearly 2200 voices, which was sufficient to convince the Selectmen to put a non-binding referendum question on the March 25th ballot.  Support was overwhelming for our cause.  People of all ages, races, economic groups, religious persuasions and residency histories joined our campaign.  
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So we got the question on the ballot, which read, as I’m sure all of you remember:

Should the School Committee reconsider its decision to discontinue the use of the Redmen nickname for the Natick High School sports team?  Yes or No.  Pretty simple question – but with profound consequences.  So how did the good folks of Natick respond to this question?
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Overwhelming support!  Over 6000 voters, nearly 65%, expressed a desire to reconsider, and we say restore, the name Redmen.  Support was pervasive and widespread.  In all of Natick’s ten precincts the referendum carried by no less than 60% - with support as high as 70% in some places.  Here it is – empirical hard evidence of Natick’s desire on the subject.  But it was no surprise to us.  We fully expected our fellow town-mates to respond this way.  Now Sue’s lone voice had grown from 1 to 2200 to over 6085 strong.  But are Natick residents alone in our desire to keep the name?
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Absolutely not!  No fewer than 60 other school systems in the Commonwealth have Indian-related names and logos.  How do we know this?  Because the other side has a “hit list” {wave papers over head} listing their targets.  So far only Natick appears to have caved in to their pressure.  Towns like Tewksbury Mass resisted their accusations and have retained their name Redmen.  Closer to home, the School Committee in Dedham decided to keep the name Marauders.  Further from home, the good folks in Wilton-Lyndeborough, NH voted nearly 100% to keep their Warriors name.  In Onteora, NY, the name Indians was restored after the School Board was overturned.  In Syracuse, NY, the Central School retained the name Redmen due to strong family/student desire.  And in a strikingly similar case, the good folks of Marquette, MI, restored their name Redmen, coincidentally, after a year’s worth of debate.
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But even after all this discussion and evidence there may still be some who say things like….

Public school policy and money must be spent in a nondiscriminatory manner.  

To which we say YES – all students are welcome to be Redmen, regardless of their race, color, creed, religious or sexual persuasion, or gender.  And on the money matter, the majority of voters in Natick passed a huge override during the same March 25th vote, the bulk of which was intended to help the school system.  In a similar manner the School Committee should respect the public’s majority vote to keep the name Redmen.
Some may still say that just one offended individual should be enough to force a change.

But in contrast, by dropping the name Redmen there will be tens of thousands of current and former Natick student who will be offended.  Also, current students will feel even more disenfranchised than they do now if their treasured name is not restored.   
Some may still say that times change, so Natick has to change with it.

Not so fast.  The name Redmen has served the town with honor and dignity for over half a century.  The name was not broken, there was no need to fix it.  Not all things must change. 
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Some may still say that the March 25th vote was only a non-binding referendum to “reconsider” the name.

Yes, but such a mandate must be persuasive.  Please note that the name Redmen was the only name on the March 25th ballot – other names such as Hawks or Red & Blue had been floated prior to the vote, but Natick residents clearly indicated that they wanted the name Redmen restored.
Some may still say that the name Redmen is offensive, discriminatory, derogatory and racist. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth!  The name Redmen has and will always mean respect, pride, honor, strength, tradition and greatness.  There is no intent to offend anyone unless they themselves choose to be, or are told to be, offended.  

Also consider this.  If the School Committee defines the name Redmen as racist, then thousands of past and current Natick residents who embrace the name Redmen will be in effect labeled as racists, when just the opposite is true.  Is this not a form of reverse discrimination?  Perhaps, let’s consider some definitions.
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By definition Redmen is not racist.  To be a racist one would have to show hatred or intolerance of Native Americans.  The Redmen name has never been used in that manner.  And to discriminate one would have to intend to and deliberately treat a Native American as a lesser being.  We clearly hold the Redmen nickname in great esteem with pride and honor.  
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So where do we go from here?  After discussing the matter within our committee and with our legal staff we believe a possible easy solution is for you, the School Committee, is to proclaim the following, or words to this effect:
We, the Natick School Committee, after having carefully considered and weighed the concerns and importance of the matter, do hereby proclaim to restore the name “Redmen” to sports teams associated with the Natick school system, and in doing so, do hereby define the word “Redmen” within this context as meaning a respectful reference to the Native American history of Natick and the related attributes we seek to instill in all our student athletes such as pride, honor, dignity, strength, and greatness. 

There – it can be that simple – define for the record what the term “Redmen” means as it will be used for the Natick school system.  You have the ability to do this.  There is no conflict or contradiction here.  No one else, no dictionary, no encyclopedia, has defined the term Redmen yet.  It’s all yours.
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Moreover, and in the spirit of trying to heal the wounds in Natick that this controversy has created, we are willing to compromise on the logo design.  We recognize that the only thing that has remained constant for over half a century in this town is the name Redmen, but the logo has taken on many forms and styles over the decades.  Some feel that the current logo is not an accurate representation of the indigenous Native Americans to Natick.  We agree, so how about a contest to allow the students, or perhaps the townsfolk at large, to develop a more appropriate Native American logo.   This idea is in keeping with the Task Force that had been previously established to consider a new name when the name Redmen was forbidden for them to consider.
We look forward to continuing to work very closely with the School Committee on behalf of the Redmen supporters.  It is time to heal Natick and to unite our community once again. Thank you very much for your time and attention.  We will make copies of our presentation available to the School Committee and to anyone else who wishes one.
